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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE TROPOJA FUNCTIONAL AREA 

 

1.1. Territory  of the Tropoja  Functional Area 

 

Tropoja Functional Area (TFA) corresponds with the District of Tropoja that is part of the 

Kukesi Region also including Kukes and Has. TFA is currently organized in 8 Local Govern-

ment Units (LGUs) including the Municipality of Bajram Curri and Communes of Bujan, Bytyç, 

Fierzë, Lekbibajt, Llugajt, Margegajt, and Tropojë (see Map 1). These LGUs include 54 villages. 

 

Map 1: District of Tropoja Tropoje is located in 

Northeastern Albania 

and borders MOntene-

gro (North), District of 

Has (South), Shkodra 

and Puka Districts of 

Shkodra Region (West) 

and Kosovo (East). 

Most of Tropoja is part 

of Eastern Albanian 

Alps. Kufiri  me Malin 

e Zi The border with 

Kosovo and Monete-

negro is respectively 81 

and 31 km long. 

 

District of Tropoja has 1043 km square. Bajram Currit is round 262 km away from the capital of 

Albania (Tirana). 

 

The name is linked to the village of Tropojë that used to be the administrative center of the dis-

trict (1925-1952). Since 1952, Bajram Curri is the administrative center. The city has been estab-

lished in the territory of the village of Kolgecaj, by the pastures of Bishevës and Ponari. The city 

is named after the Hero of People Bajram Curri (1862-1925), distinguished Albanian fighter for 

freedom and independence before and after Albaniaôs independence.  

 

Tropoja is a mountainous areaðmost of the territory is high mountains. Jezerca (2693 m) is the 

second highest mountain in Albania. The average altitude is 1105 m. It is among the highest in 

Albania. 

 

The climate is mountainous in the Alps area and continental mediterranean in the other parts of 

the district. The average temperature in Bajram Curri is 11.5ęC/0.2ęC during the winter and 21ęC 
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during the summer. The average precipitation is 1735 mm per year. During the winter, it snows, 

especially in mountains. There are highs where the snow is eternal. Cold winds blow from the 

North (Black North from Northeast through Morina Pass and White North from the North 

through the Valley of Gashi River. Warm and humid winds blow from the South through the 

Valbona Valley. 

 

1.2. History, culture, tradition  and main attractions 

 

Tropoja, or as otherwise known, the Gjakova Highs, has been populated since the early iron era. 

During the Illyrians, the area has been populated by the tribe of Dardans. Ros has been the mos-

tly known city center on the border between Labeats and Dardans. It dates since 400 b.c. During 

the Ottoman Empire, Tropoja has been part of Kosovo Vilajet. Before the Second World War, 

Tropoja together with Kukes and Has has been part of the Prefecture of Kosova that used to be 

one of 10 administrative units of Albania. Until 1990s (1959-1991), Tropoja used to be one of 26 

districts of Albania. Currently, it is part of Kukesi Region.  

 

The state borders that were established in 1913 left Kosovo outside the Albanian state and cut 

Tropoja out of its historical/traditional market placeðGjakova. Tropoja/Gjakova Highs has 

always closely linked to the city of Gjakovës that, prior to 1913, used to be one of most impor-

tant artisan and trade centers of the Kosovo vilajet. The generally hostile state border between 

Albania and former Serbia - Croatia - Slovenia Kingdom and the difficult  communication with 

the rest of the country due to high mountains and poor infrastructure were the reasons for the iso-

lation of Tropoja for decades thus resulting in a more difficult  social and economic situation for 

its inhabitants.  

 

After the liberation of Kosovo in 1999, Tropoja re-established the traditional links and interacti-

on with Gjakova and the rest of Kosovo. At present, Tropoja inhabitants have the access in Ko-

sovoôs market, schools, hospitals. Tropoja is round 262 km away from Tirana, the capital city of 

Albania, and 120 km from Pristina, the capital city of Kosovo. The easiest road to Tirana is 

through KosovoðBajram Curri-Gjakovë-Prizeren-Kukës-Tiranë. Construction of the Nationôs 

Road (Albania) andñIbrahim Rugovaò highway (Kosovo) has facilitated the travel to Tirana and 

Pristina. 

 

Tropoja is known of is natural beauty and resources. Alps in Tropoja include high rocky moun-

tains and rich alpine pastures that are very attractive. There are significants contracts between 

high pics, passes, and deep valleys that are inhabited alongside the small rivers. Two very pictu-

resque villages include Valbona (where the Valbona River starts) and Upper Curraj in the Nikaj-

Mertur region. 

 

The Valbona Valley is among main attractions in Tropoja and Albania. It is national natural park 

and the most visited mountainous area in Albania after Theth. It is visited by foreign and Alba-

nian tourists. Climbing toward the waterfall and Valbona River is among most popular excur-

sions. The Valbona Valley is named after the Valbona River that is round 50 km long from the 

Valbona Pass to Drini Valley, near the Fierza Hydropower Station dam. Average water in Dra-
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gobi and Gri are respectively 12.2 m
3
/second and 33.3 m

3
/second. The river has a cold and clear 

water, the cleanest in Albania, and waterfallsðespecially the Rrogami Waterfall that is a natural 

beautyðthus creating picturesque canyons. The Valbona River is rich in ñStany Trout.ò 

Alongside the Valbona River, there are several hotels and guest houses for tourists that are newly 

built or adopted from existing buildings. The Valbona Natural Park is 23 km away from the city 

of Bajram Curri.  

 

The hotels and guest houses in the Valbona River offer traditional cuisine based on sheep and 

goad, diary products, etc. 

 

Other important attractions include Shoshan canyon (3 km away from Bajram Currit) and valleys 

of Curraj, Gashi and Tropoja rivers. Tropoja has mountain ridges that are among the most beauti-

ful in Albania and the region.  

 

Tropoja has a rich folclore and ethnography. Folk costumes are beautiful and diverse in colors 

and motives, especially womenôs. Most common elements of the costumes are white trousers 

(tirqi) with black garnish and white hat for men and a wide dress (pështjellaku), usually red, and 

coat (xhubleta) in Nikaj-Mërtur. Tropoja folk dances are characterised of dynamism. They are 

both epic and lyric. 

 

The Historical Museum is located in the center of Bajram Curri. It has an architecture similiar to 

traditional buildings of the Gjakova Highs (kullat). The statue of Bajram Curri is next to the Mu-

seum. 

 

The Gjakova Highs has a distinguished contribution in the fights of Albanian people for freedom 

and independence. 

 

1.3. Demography 

 

Tropoja has a population of 20,491 inhabitants (according to 2011 Census). There is a significant 

difference between Census data and registered population (28,216 in 2014). 75% e people live in 

rural areas. The average density of population is 20 inhabitants/km
2
.  

 

Though the territory of communes is relatively large, their population is small. The average po-

pulation/LGU is 2,536 inhabitants. This figure is very small compared with the national average 

(8,016 inhabitants) or Kukesi regionôs average (3,159 inhabitants). More than 25% of population 

lives in the Municipality of Bajram Curri that has a relatively high density compared to commu-

nes--1749 inhabitants/km². The density of population in LGUs surrounding the Municipality of 

Bajram Curri is higher (33 inhabitants/km²) than in peripheral ones (below 28 inhabitants/km²). 

Smaller LGUs regarding population are communes of Lekbibaj and Bytyç with respectively 

1,207 and 1,563 inhabitants. Graphs 1, 2 & 3 and Map 2 provide data about the density of popu-

lation according to LGUs. The relatively large territory, the mountains, small density of popula-

tion have resulted in problems regarding the provision of public services. 
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Graph 1: Population according to LGUs Graphs 2: Territory of LGUs 
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Graph 3: Density of population according to LGUs Map 2: Density of population according to LGUs 

Indicative Map of the Population Density 

0

500

1000

1500

2000 1594

24 9 21 6 35 9 18

Population density inhabitants/km²

 
 

Source: 2011 Census 

 

The population of Tropoja is relatively young. According to 2011 Census, round 25% of popula-

tion is between 0-14 years old and round 63% is between 14-65 years old. The structure of popu-

lation according to age groups and gender is presented in Table 1 and Graph 4. Structure of pop-

ulation according to age groups is presented in Graph 5. 
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Table 1: Population living in the area according to gender, age group, and LGU 

 

Gjithsej 0-14 15-64 65+ Gjithsej 0-14 15-64 65+ Gjithsej 0-14 15-64 65+

BAJRAM CURRI 5340 1406 3497 437 2717 774 1751 192 2623 632 1746 245

BUJAN 2550 565 1636 349 1277 302 803 172 1273 263 833 177

BYTYÇ 1563 419 968 176 786 216 480 90 777 203 488 86

FIERZË 1607 395 1015 197 803 224 477 102 804 171 538 95

LEKBIBAJ 1207 338 786 83 622 188 395 39 585 150 391 44

LLUGAJ 1787 424 1147 216 893 231 555 107 894 193 592 109

MARGEGAJ 2346 577 1470 299 1174 307 722 145 1172 270 748 154

TROPOJË 4117 1006 2643 468 2145 564 1368 213 1972 442 1275 255

Total - TROPOJE 20517 5130 13162 2225 10417 2806 5183 1060 10100 2324 6611 1165

Municipality/commune

Gender and age group

total male female

 

Source: 2011 Census 

 

Graph 4: Population according to LGUs and age groups Graph 5: Population according to age groups 
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Source: 2011 Census 

 

Regarding education, the whole territory of the district is covered by kinder garden and 9-year 

and high schools. However, because of the large territory and low population density in the 

communes, there is a large number of kinder gardens and 9-year schools for a small number of 

children and pupils. For example, in the city of Bajram Curri there are 4 kinder gardens for 296 

children (or 78 children/kinder garden) and 3 9-year schools for 1,066 pupils(or 355 pu-

pils/school). Meanwhile, in the commune of Lekbibaj there is one kinder garden for 15 children 

and 8 schools for 202 pupils (or 15 pupils/school). The Bajram Curri high school also serves the 

surrounding villages/communes such as Bujan and Margegaj and those with small population 

such as Lekbibaj. Other communes have high schools that are smallðhave a small number of 

students and teachers (5 teachers for 50ð70 students in average). Table 2 presents the situation 

in the education sector of TFA.  
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Table 2: Education in Tropojë 

 

# children # pupils teachers # pupils teachers

Bajram Curri 4 296 3 1066 72 1 624 35

Bujan 5 75 6 192 25

Bytyç 3 35 10 260 28 2 101 10

Fierze 1 15 5 297 30 1 86 6

Lekbibaj 1 15 8 202 42

Llugaj 2 32 3 255 25 1 70 5

Margegaj 3 51 4 259 29

Tropojë 6 95 12 589 165 1 124 10

Total TROPOJE 25 614 51 3120 416 6 1005 66

Kinder garden 9-year school high school

NJQV

 
 

Source: Education Office, Tropojë, 2014 

 

Though the whole area is covered by ambulances (almost every relatively large village has an 

ambulance) and health centers (each commune has one), the number of doctors and nurses is lim-

ited. The hospital of Bajram Curri has 100 beds and main pavilions such as pathology, pediatry, 

surgery, and obstetric - gynaecology. However, specialized interventions are done either in 

Kukesi hospital or Tirana hospitals. Table 3 summarises data regarding the health sector in TFA. 

 

Table 3: Health sector in TFA   

 

Health institution # institutions # beds

Medical 

doctors Nurses

Hospital 1

    Pathology ã 26

    Pediatry ã 30

    Surgery ã 20

    Obstetry-Gynaecology ã 25

Health centers 8

Ambulances 33

13 133

 
 

Source: Kukesi Regional Council (2012) 

 

Social and demographic data are poor. According to the Report of Functional Areas (UNDP, 

2014), there is only one cultural center, one social center, and one sport center in Bajram Curri 

for the whole FAT. 

 

Though the area is rich in natural resources, limited investments and lack of perspective have 

forced many people to migrate toward Tirana and Durrës or foreign countries. Migration, as part 

of demographic development of the regions and the indicator of social changes is among nega-
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tive factors that has affected the development of TFA. One reason is because educated and 

skilled people have left.. Graphs 6 and 7 show the movement of population from Tropoja to other 

places during the last decade and the percentage according to LGUs. The communa of Lekbibaj 

has the highest intensity of migration. Reasons include natural conditions and limitations in pro-

vision of public services for inhabitants of this remote and mountainous commune. 

 

Graph 6: Changes in the number of population Graph 7: Changes in population in % 2001-11 
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Source: INSTAT, Typology of Communes and Municipalities 2014  

 

1.4. Main  features of TFA 

 

From the point of view of the typology of functional areas, TFA can be considered functional 

area according to the concentric model. TFA overlaps the district of Tropoja. The Municipality 

of Bajram Curri is at the center of the functional area. It is the main market place, the most im-

portant administrative center, and the place where most of services are offered. The interaction 

intensity is higher between the center (Bajram Curri) and LGUs closer to it. The density of popu-

lation in the administrative center (Bashkia Bajram Curri) is much higher than in the communes. 

The density of population decreases with the distance from the center. 

 

From the economic point of view, Tropoja is mainly an agriculture and livestock area. Recently, 

mountain tourism has been significantly developed. Mines are another sector with a great deve-

lopment potential in the future.  

 

Agriculture focuses on corn and wheat as well as vegetables, viniculture, and arboriculture. Re-

garding arboriculture, Tropoja is known of plums (black Tropoja plum), apples (gjylalle apple) 

and chestnuts. Chestnuts is among the most important products relating to the income they can 

generate. Medical plants, especially blueberry (boronica), are also important for the local eco-

nomy.  

 

Livestock focuses on sheep (theñbardhokeò breed is known of high production of wool, milk, 

and meat), goats, cows, horses, chicken, and pigs. Rich pastures play an important role in the 
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quantity and quality of livestock products. Gashi, Krasniqe and Bytyç are rich in alpine pastures. 

Bee keeping is also developed. Tropoja is known of Zogaj honey (Bytyç) and chestnut honey 

(Krasniqe). However, the agricultural and livestock production mainly meets the needs of indivi-

dual households in rural areas and the city of Bajram Curri. A part of this production targets ho-

tels and guest houses in the Valbona Valley and Bajram Curri. Only a small part of the produc-

tion reaches the national and/or Kosovo markets. 

 

Mountain tourism is a main sector. It is mainly developed in the Valbona Valley where there are 

round 24 hotels and guest houses. Tourists come from Albania but also abroad, especially Cen-

tral European countries. They visit the Valbona Valley that is one of miracles of the Albanian 

nature and hike in the mountains, often going from Valbona to Theth. Hotels and guest houses 

serve traditional dishes cooked with local agricultural and livestock products. In this context, 

agriculture and tourism sectors are closely linked and support each-otherôs development.  

 

There is a great potential for the development of the mountain tourism in other areas of Tropoja, 

too, as well as further development in Valbona Valley. Improving the services for tourists, both 

in quantity and quality, is a precondition for the development of tourism so it can become an es-

sential source of income for the local population.  

 

Mines are another important potential sector. Industry sector is underdeveloped in Tropoja. 

Chromium mines in Rragam-Kam-Kepenek-Zogaj area and quart mines in Kërnajë are important 

for the local economy. The Bytyc area has important reserves of chromium, but its production is 

limited. This sector can be important for the local economy. The development of the mining in-

dustry would not negatively affect the development of tourism because they are focused on diffe-

rent regions of the functional area. 

 

The Fierza Hydropower Plant (1978) is constructed only 17 km from the city of Bajram Curri, 

where Valbona River joins the Drini River (lake of Fierza). It is one of the most important 

energy sector plants. Because of its construction, the Fierza Lake has been created. It has a vo-

lume of 2.5 milliard m
3 
and a water collection area of 11.829 km

2
. 

 

Though Tropoja has extensive natural resources, it is among the poorest areas in the country. 

Unemployment is high and most significant income for local families comes from emigration 

and economic assistance.  

 

TFA is mainly an agricultural area with a great potential for the development of mountain tou-

rism and mining industry. 
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2. ECONOMY OF THE TROPOJA FUNCTIONAL AREA  

 

2.1 General data regarding economic development in the TFA 

 

The level of economic development in the TFA is low. Kukesi Region (Kukës, Tropojë, Has) has 

the lowest level of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the countryð2.1%. Graph 8 presents the 

GDP according to regions. Tropoja is among the most underdeveloped areas in Albania. Table 4 

and Graph 9 present the tendency of value added for the 2009-2012 period according to sectors 

of economy (tourism, agriculture, mining industry, trade and services) in Kukesi Region. 

 

Graph 8: Weigh to GDP according to statistical regions, 2012 
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Table 4: Specific weight of added value according to sectors 

 

2009 2010 2011 2012

Agriculture 28.9 31.48 40.17 36.92

Industry 14.45 13.92 6.57 7.93

Construction 19.49 17.46 16.24 15.36

Trading, hotelry, transport, 

telecommunications

13.15 13.01 11.44 11.08

Financial activities, real estate, 

rental

5.63 5.89 7.49 8.56

Other services 18.37 18.24 18.1 20.15

Kukesi region added value according to sectors in %

 
 

Graph 9: Added value for the 2009-2012 period according to sectors of economy 
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Source: INSTAT-Regional Accounts, Albania, 2012  

 

As presented in Table 4 and Graph 9, agriculture is one of main sectors regarding added value. In 

2012, the added value for the agriculture sector is 36,92 %, followed by construction 15,36% and 

trade, hostelry, transport, telecommunication 11,8%. During 2009-2012, there is a relatively sus-

tainable tendency of increase of the value added weight in the sectors of agriculture, trade, hoste-

lry, transport and tele communication and decrease regarding industry and construction. Low 

production rate in the case of mines and low demand in the case of construction explain this ten-

dency.  

 

At FA level, the largest number of active businesses is at the Municipality of Bajram Curri. Du-

ring 2007-2014, a considerable number of new businesses have registered in Bajram Curri, Tro-

pojë (village) and Llugaj. There is a low number of active businesses in Margegaj, where the 

mounatin tourism is concentrated (Valbona Valley). This is explained with the high level of in-

formality in the sector of mountain tourism. Tables 5 and 6 present number of businesses accor-

ding to LGUs and sectors. Graph 10 presents businesses according to sectors. Table 6 shows that 

the largest number of active businesses belong to trade, car repair, and domestic products trade 

(247 or 52 % of total number of registered businesses), hostelry and restaurants (91 or 19 %) and 

less in agriculture (5). During 2011-2014, the number of registered businesses has decreased by 

50, including 22 from the trade sector, car repair, and domestic products trade and 8 from the 

hostelry and restaurants.  
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Table 5: Number of active businesses according to LGUs 

 

Bajram Curri 420 187

Margegaj 11 11

Tropojë fshat 39 29

Fierzë 7 10

Bytyç 12 12

Bujan 8 9

Lekbibaj 4 3

Lugaj 2 13

TOTAL 503 274

LGU
# active 

businesses  2014

# registered 

businesses 2007-

2014

 
 

Source: National Registration Center (NRC) 

 

Table 6: Number of active businesses according to sectors 

 

Type of business
Active businesses 

2014

Registered 

business 2007-

2014

Un-

regesitered 

businesses  

2011-2014

Public administration 5 1

Financial Activities 2 3 1

Education 3 3 1

Agriculture, hunting,silviculture 5 7

Hotelry, restaurants 91 49 8

Industry (extracting) 21 17

Industry (processing) 11 11

Construction 12 19

Real estate, rental, services to enterprises 20 16 2

Production and distribution of electricity, gas,water 3 2

Health and social activities 6 5 2

Collectiove, social, personal services 24 13 3

Transports and communications 21 6 1

Trade, repair (autos, home appliances) 247 122 22

TOTAL 471 274 40  
 

Source: NRC 

 

In the TFA, business enterprises are generally small. Only 30 of them (or round 60% of the total 

number of business enterprises) have registered as big business. They focus on mining (7) and 

construction (3). There are no data about big businesses in tourism and hostelry. Biggest emplo-

yers are located in Bajram Curri. In Bujan and Bytyç there are enterprises with 10-20 employee. 

Regarding new businesses, 48 have started in 2014 focusing on trade and services (bars and res-

taurants). Most of enterprises have less than 7 employees and most of them are family business. 

Only few enterprises (8) have from 20-100 employees. 
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Graph 10: Business according to sectors 
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Tropoja has not been target of the domestic and foreign investments. However, last years there is 

an increased interest by both domestic and foreign investors. Regarding domestic investments, 

they have mainly been carried out by Ministry of Finances (Committee of Regionsô Develop-

ment Fund/Department of the Public Investments Management), Ministry of Interior, MInistry of 

Education and Sports, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Transports and Infrastructure, Ministry of 

Innovation and Public Administration, and Albanian Development Fund. Foreign investors in-

clude, Swiss Development Cooperation, Austrian Development Cooperation, UNDP, Islamic 

Bank, Development Bank of Council of Europe, European Union, etc. Investments have focused 

on road infrastructure, water and sewage, education, health, social sector, etc. Table 7 presents a 

list of Investments in Tropoja during last 5 years. 
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Table 7: Investments in Tropoja during last 5 years 

 

Project Year Invested by Type of project
Road reconstruction Kocanaj 2009Investment Bank of CoE (CEB), Road infrastructure

Sewage Dushaj Zone B 2009Ministry of Transports and InfrastructureWater sewage

Road reconstruction Dushaj - Tpla, phase 1 2009ADF Road infrastructure

Increasing awareness of children with special needs 2009SDC Social

Construction of school, Shumice 2009Ministry of Education Education

Road reconstruction B.Curri - Kolmakaj 2009Ministry of Interior Road infrastructure

Road reconstruction - Gri 2009Ministry of Interior Road infrastructure

Road reconstruction Q.Komune - Kolmakaj 2009Ministry of Interior Road infrastructure

Road reconstruction Q.Komune - Shkolla 2009Ministry of Interior Road infrastructure

Construction of touristic center, Valbone 2010Investment Bank of CoE (CEB), Alb govTourism & culture

Construction of school, Tpla 2010Ministry of Education Education

Empowering self-support groups of parents & families 2010ADC Social

Reconstruction of offices, comunne Margegaj 2010Ministry of Interior Infrastructure

Road reconstruction Sheshi I Trageteve - Lekbibaj 2011Islamic Bank Road infrastructure

Construction of water supply system, Paqe, Flumi, Shoshan, 2011KFW -RWS Water sewage

Road reconstruction Ura Dushaj - Sheshi i Trageteve 2011Islamic Bank Road infrastructure

Construction of water supply system Markaj 2011KFW -RWS Water sewage

Construction of water supply system Prush 2011KFW -RWS Water sewage

Road lights Dushaj 2011UNDP , Infrastructure

Road reconstruction Dushaj - Tpla, phase 2 2011ADF Road infrastructure

Chestnut aforestation Dushaj 2011Ministry of Innovation and PA Forestry infrastructure

Construction of high school Fierze 2011Ministry of Education Education

Ambulance Zone B 2011Ministry of Health Shendetesi

Supporting isolated families 2011Ministria Federale për Bashkëpunim Social

Services for children and families in Bajram Curri and Tropojë2011EU Social

Bridge construction Mejdan 2011Ministry of Transports and InfrastructureRoad infrastructure

Road reconstruction Tropoje - Shumic 2011Ministry of Interior Road infrastructure

Reconstruction of 9-year school , Kerrnaje 2011Ministry of Education Education

Reconstruction of high school 2011Ministry of Education Education

Bridge construction Beli Dragobi 2011Commune of Margegaj Road infrastructure

Construction of mountain track Valbone 2011UNDP Infrastructure

Construction of ambulance A1, Lekurtaj 2012Ministry of Health Health

Road reconstruction Commune center - Bllate - Rosuje 2012Ministry of Finances, RDF Road infrastructure

Commune offices, Bujan 2012Ministry of Finances, RDF Adm Infrastructure

Road reconstruction Sopot Kernaje 2012IDB- ISTISNA'A Road infrastructure

Road reconstruction Tropoje - Bucaj 2012Islamic Bank Road infrastructure

Hazzle nut aforestation Breg-Lume 2012Ministry of Innovation and PA Forestry infrastructure

Water supply system, Kokez - Dushaj 2012Ministry of Transports and InfrastructureWater sewage

Road reconstruction Kodra Xanit - Ball Fushe 2012ADF Road infrastructure

Road reconstruction Smajlaj 2012Ministry of Transports and InfrastructureRoad infrastructure

 

Source: Kukesi Regional Council 
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2.2 Labor market and employment/unemployment 

 

Most of employed people in 

Tropoja belong to the public sector 

and main economic sectors such as 

trade and services, construction, 

and mines. The public sector is the 

biggest employer with 72 % of em-

ployees showing also the low level 

of economic development in Tro-

poja that, therefore, has not genera-

ted jobs for local population. Graph 

11 presents the ratio between em-

ployed people in the public and 

private sectors. 

Graph 11: Employed people ratio 

72%

28%

Employment

State sector Private sector

 
Source: Statistics Office Tropojë 

Regarding the public sector, most 

of employees belong to budget sec-

tor (80%). Regarding the private 

sector, most of employees belong 

to judicial entities (79%) that main-

ly are local companies.  

 

There are no data at Local Tax or 

Labor Offices regarding joint or 

foreign enterprises. Biggest em-

ployers are concentrated in Bajram 

Curri. Bujan, Bytyç and Tropoja 

having 10-20 employees.  

 

Businesses focus on physical secu-

rity, construction, and mining. 

Graphs 11, 12 and 13 present em-

ployment ratio between public and 

private sectors and among sectors.  

 

Table 8 summarises the employ-

ment data according to public and 

private sectors.  

Graph 12: Employment in the budget and non-budget sectors 

80%

20%

Employment in State Sector

Budget sectors Non-budget sectors

 

Graph 13: Employment in the judicial and physical entities 
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Table 8: Employees according to public and private sectors (2014) 

 

1 State sector 34 1374 34 1164 4 816

1.1 (State) budget sector 22 1104 22 1083 3 673

1.2 (state) non-budget sector 12 270 12 81 1 143

2 Private sector 140 527 40 333 1 108

2.1 Physical persons 94 112 15 36

2.2 Judicial persons 46 415 15 297 3 121

2.2.1 Local firms 46 276 10 297 1 108

2.2.2 Joint enterprises

2.2.3 Gforeign firms

Total 1+2 174 1650 44 1481 924

No. Tax office Employment office Collective employment 

contracts

Sector

 

Source: Statistics Office Tropojë 

 

Regarding movement of people to work, inhabitants of Bujan, Fierzë, Llugajt, and Tropojë have 

a more intensive interaction with Bajram Curri. Inhabitants of Bajram Curri and communes su-

rrounding it have a limited interaction with Gjakova regarding employment. Maps 3 and 4 show 

the location of biggest employers in Tropoje and the movement to work and its intensity. 

 

Map 3: Location of biggest employers 

 

Map 4: Movement to work 

 
 

Big circleðbig employers  

Small circleðMid-size employers 

Thick arrowðintensive interaction 

Thin arrowðsmall interaction 

Source: Tax Office; Individual and focus interviews 
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In Tropoja, the number of the 

unemployed is relatively high. 

In total, round 2500 unem-

ployed seek for jobs in different 

sectors of the economy and 

public sector (including farmers 

that are self-employed in agri-

culture). Job-seekers that re-

ceive economic assistance 

make up to 68%. Also young 

people (20-29 years old) consti-

tute a significant percentage of 

the job seekers--722 or 30% of 

job seekers in total. (see Graph 

14)   

Graph 14: Job seekers in Tropojë 

5%

68%

27%

Chart Title

Job seekers with 
unemployment benefits

Job seekers with 
economic assistance

Other job seekers

 
Source: Statistics Office Tropojë 

Regarding education, most of job seekers have completed the 9-year and high schools. Among 

job seekers, there is a considerable number of people that have completed professional schools.  

Graphs 15 and 16 and Table 9 provide data regarding unemployed job seekers according to age 

groups and education. Based on interviews and focus groups, it results that job seekers target 

more the public sector rather than the private sector. 

 

Graph 15: Unemployed job seekers according to age 

groups 

Graph 16: Unemployed job seekers according to edu-

cation 
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Source: Statistics Office Tropojë 
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Table 9: Data on unemployed job seekers (12/2014) 

 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-50 Mbi  50

1 Unemployed job seekers (PuPa) 61 386 336 304 346 404 298 300

2 PuPa with unemployment payment 1 11 15 13 16 10 38 30

3 PuPa benefiting from the ec scheme 28 272 238 216 258 290 149 196

4 PuPa other 32 103 83 75 72 104 111 74

less than 

primary

primary 9- year general 

high

prof high university

1 Unemployed job seekers (PuPa) total 0 63 925 1143 213 91

2 PuPa with unemployment payment 0 1 4 64 30 35

3 PuPa benefiting from the ec scheme 0 61 693 724 160 9

4 PuPa other 0 1 228 355 23 47

1

age groups

education

Job seekers

Job seekers

Punekerkues te papune (PuPa) gjithsej 

 

Source: Statistics Office Tropojë 

 

2.3 Economic interaction in the functional area 

 

The Municipality of Bajram Curri and 7 communes of Tropoja district establish a single functio-

nal area as a territorial space with a dense and frequent interaction between inhabitants and insti-

tutions for work, market, and service purposes. Main administrative institutions that offer em-

ployment to inhabitants are stationed at the center of the Tropoja district that also serves as the 

center of TFA.  

 

Regarding the intensity of the movement toward markets, it is high between inhabitants of the 

Bujan, Fierzë, Llugaj, Bytyç, and Tropojë communes and Bajram Curri. Communes of Margegaj  

(remote villages) and Lekbibaj have low economic interaction with Bajram Currin. Because of 

the distance and poor conditions of the roads, interaction of these two communes with Bajram 

Curri is low, especially during the winter. Between these communes, there is a low interaction, 

too. All  LGUs have intensive interaction with Gjakova (Kosovo). Traditional links with Gjakova 

have been re-activated after the rehabilitation of the road. Bajram Curri is less than 30 minutes 

away from Gjakova and LLugaj and Tropojë (village) even less. Gjakova is extensively used as a 

market place and employment. 

 

Based on the above, there is clear the tendency of a concentrated model of the functional area 

where there is one main center that is the city or the administrative center of the district is clear. 

It is because of the economic structure of the area. The city is seen as the important market place 

where also main services are provided. Though the most remote district in the Northeastern 

Albania with a mountain and partitioned landscape, the district of Tropoja has territorial 

continuity. 

 

Where do people buy? Bajram Curri is at the same time the main market for the area. Inhabitants 

from the communes sell in Bajram Curri their agricultural and livestock products and buy the 

consumption goods. After the Kosovo independence, Tropojaôs inhabitants use to go to Gjakova 
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as the market place. Rehabilitation of the road that connects Bajram Curri and Gjakova (37 km) 

has facilitated such interaction. Inhabitants of Bujan, Fierza, Llugajt, Bytyç and Tropoja have a 

more intense interaction with the city of Bajram Currit. Commune of Margegaj and remote 

villages of the above-mentioned communes have a less intense interaction with the city. 

Inhabitants of Bajram Currit, Llugajt, Margegajt, Tropoja and Bytyç have a moreintense 

interaction with Gjakova. Maps 5 and 6 present the interaction regarding markets. 

 

Map 5: Where do people buy? Map 6: Interaction regarding markets 

  

Big circleðmain market 

Small circleðsmall, local market  

Thick arrowðintensive interaction 

Thin arrowðlimited interaction 

Source: Tax Office; Individual and focus interviews 
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2. DEEPER ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF THE TROPOJA FUNCTIONAL AREA 

 

Priority sectors of the TFA include mountain and rural tourism and agriculture and processing of 

agriculture products. The last one is very much connected with the development of the tourism 

sector. Tropoja has natural, climate, and geographical for the development of mountain/rural tou-

rism. Development of the agriculture and livestock is an opportunity to meet the needs of poten-

tial tourists. Another potential sector is the mining. 

 

3.1. Agriculture  and livestock 

 

3.1.1. Agriculture 

 

Agricultural land 

 

Agriculture is one of most important economic sectors of the area. At district level, there are 

round 4800 agriculture and livestock farms. The average size of the farm is 1-2.2 ha cultivated 

land. At district level, the average agriculture land is 0.9 ha/family and/or 0.25 ha/person. A part 

of families have 0.3-1.4 ha. Agricultural land includes brown land (77%), dun land (22%) and 

mountainous/pastural (0.6%). Table 10 and Map 7 present the cultivated agricultural land.  

 

Table 10: Cultivated agricultural 

land according to cultures 

Map 7: Cultivated agricultural land according to LGUs 

 
Structure of 

agricultural land

Size, ha 

(2014)

Cultivated 7387

Cereals 3870

Arboriculture (without 

chestnut)

480

Regula arboriculture 160

Vineyards 15.6

Un-used land 3021.33

 
 

Source: Agriculture Office  

Tropojë  
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The cultivated agricultural land is mostly used for cereals (round 50%). Compared to 2014, it has 

decreased but the productivity (per ha) has increased. Table 11 presents data about cultures and 

their productivity in 2000 and 2014. 

 

Table 11: Size and productivity according to cultures in 2000 and 2014 

 

ha produ-

ctivity

ha produ-

ctivity

ha productivity

Wheat 254 25.1 80 40 31.50% 159.36%

Corn 1406 41 700 60 49.79% 146.34%

Vegetables 188 198 165 232 87.77% 117.17%

Patatoes 90 243 45 230 50.00% 94.65%

Beams (direct) 18 8.3 10 15 55.56% 180.72%

Industrial (tabaco, sage) 4 4.15 103.75%

First fodder 2085 159 2866 135.3 137.46% 85.09%

Cereals (ha) 4045 3870 95.67%

2014 2014/2000 (% )Agriculture culture 2000

 

Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

According to data from The Land Registration Office of Tropoja District, round 57% of land is 

divided, but the legal documents have been issues for a smaller percentage, mainly because the 

law and bylaws have not been properly implemented by the local government structures and oth-

er legal obstacles linked to land documents. 

 

Cereals and vegetables 

 

Regarding the land planted with cereals and vegetables, the highest specific weight (round 75%) 

is for cereals. Map 8 presents land planted with cereals and vegetables according to LGU. 

However, in 2014 compared with 2000, there is a signficant decrease in land cultivated with ce-

reals, respectively 68% and 50% for wheat and corn, and increase in their productivity, respecti-

vely round 60% and 46%. It is the same story regarding land and productivity plated with vege-

tables, potatoes and beans. 

 

In general, there is a decrease of 4% of the agriculture land cultivated with cereals and an increa-

se of 37% of the land cultivated with first fodder. Table 11 and Graphs 17 and 18 present data 

relating to agriculture land and productivity according to cultures in 2000 and 2014.  
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Map 8: Land cultivated with cereals/vegetables according to LGUs  

 
Legend: Light green-cereals; dark green-vegetables 

Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

Graph 17: Cereals and their productivity Graph 18: Vegetables and their productivity 
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Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

The cultivated land for all agricultures except fodder has decreased for different reasons inin-

cluding the migration of people from rural areas to the city and other districts, the capital, and 
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abroad, lack of mechanisation, inability to cope with high tariffs that increase the production 

cost, and significant decrease of the irrigated land at district level. Decrease in the cultivation of 

one-year agricultures is compensated with the increase of the multi-year polifite pastures that is 

also linked to the need to ensure food for the livestock. 

 

Regarding the cereals and vegetables production, the Communes of Tropojë, Margegaj, Bujan 

and Llugaj that have geographical approximaty and more intensive interaction with Bajram Curri 

as the district center are the main producers. At the same time, they have interaction with the 

Valbona Valley where hotels and guest houses for tourists are concentrated. Thus, they have a 

potential market for their agriculture products. Graph 19 presents cereals and vegetables produc-

tion according to LGUs.  

 

Graph 19: Cereals and vegetables production  
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Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

In general, the agricultural production is used to meet the needs of individual farmer families and 

Bajram Curri. A part of this production is used to meet the needs of tourism in the Valbona Va-

lley. However, these needs are mainly met by the farmers of Margegaj commune. The produc-

tion level is relatively low compared to the increasing needs of the tourism development in the 

future.  

 

The cereals processing industry is not developed. Most of farmers use mills in Kosovo where 

they pay for the service with a part of production.  
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Agricultural machines 

 

Regarding the agriculture mecha-

nics, the inventory is very poor. At 

district level, there are only 150 

agricultural machines (Table 12). 

This is mainly explained with the 

inability of the farmers to buy agri-

cultural machines because of the 

small size of farms and lack of 

cooperation between small farmers. 

In the context of the inventory of 

agricultural machines, tractors on 

wheels are mainly used also becau-

se of the hilly terrain and the size 

of the agriculture parcels.  

Table 12: Situation about agricultural machines, 2014 
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Mini-tractors 25 2 5 2 0 6 4 5 1

Planter 35 8 4 4 0 6 6 7 0

Motoharvester 21 3 4 3 0 5 2 4 0

Autocombine 3 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

Tractors on chains 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë  

Irrigation 

 

Regarding irrigation, the current system does not meet the needs of farmers. In 2014, only 27 % 

of the planted agricultural land and/or 42 % of the potential agricultural land has been irrigated. 

The potential agricultural land that should be irrigated is no less than 70 % of the total agricultu-

ral land. Table 13 and Map 9 present the irrigated agricultural land according to LGUs. The per-

centage is relatively low except the commune of Lekbibaj that is explained with the small size of 

agricultural land combined with the high percentage of water sources.  

 

Table 13: Irrigated land in LGUs 

 

Map 9: Irrigated land according to LGUs 
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Bajram Curri 138.5 20 14.44%

Bujan 1091.6 320 29.31%

Bytyç 979 225 22.98%

Fierzë 722.5 135 18.69%

Lekbibaj 636 260 40.88%

Llugaj 1231 310 25.18%

Margegaj 690.4 230 33.31%

Tropojë (com) 1898 520 27.40%

Total 7387 2020 27.35% 
 

Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë  
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Arboriculture 

 

Tropoja is weel-known of apples (gjyle variety), plums (Tropoja plum), and chestnuts. Commu-

nes of Tropojë, Llugaj and Bujan are known for the applesô production. Communes of Bujan, 

Tropojë, Llugaj and municipality of Bajram Curri are known of plumsô production. Chestnut 

massives are present almost everywhere in the area, mainly in non-productive lands. Communes 

of Bujan, Lekbibaj, Tropojë and Margegaj are known for the chestnutsô production. TFA has the 

bisggest chestnut massive in Albania and the Balkans. It is 2000 ha and has more than 190,000 

trees. Graphs 20 and 21 provide data about the production and number of trees regarding apple, 

plum, and chestnut accrding to LGUs 

 

Graph 20: Arboriculture production according to LGUs in tons (2014) 

Tropoja
Margega

j
Llugaj Lekbibaj Fierza Bytyc Bujan

Bajram 
Curri

Apple 413 132 203 35 48 159 183 27

Plum 167 130 151 80 49 122 337 164

Chestnut 321 283 0 347 15 12 935 87

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900

1000

A
xi

s 
T

it
le

 
Graph 21: Fruit trees according to LGUs (tres, 2014) 

Tropoja Margegaj Llugaj Lekbibaj Fierza Bytyc Bujan
Bajram 
Curri
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Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 
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Chestnut collection and sale is one of main sources of local economy income. According to data 

from individual and focus group interviews, only during 2014, more than 3 million EUR have 

been generated from the chestnut sale. However, the chestnut is mainly sold as unprocessed fruit. 

Very few quantities are processed. It is mainly exported abroad, especially in Germany, Austria 

and Turkey. Tropoja has no capacity regarding chestnut processing. At present, there is only one 

small plant that makes the standardisation and packing of the chestnut fruits. Because of lack of 

finances, this plant cannot improve the technology in order to carry out the industrial agro-

alimentary processing of the chestnut fruits. 

 

Regarding the processing of other fruits, the Tropoja district used to have some plants to dry 

plums and conservation of fruits. They are not functional anymore.  

 

During 1990s, parcels of plums have been damaged mainly because lack of services and property 

issues. Last years, there is a tendency of increase of the arboriculture. In 2011 and 2012, the Mi-

nistry of Innovation and Public Administration has funded a project for the chestnut afforestation 

in Dushaj and hazelnut afforestation in Breg-Lum. 

 

Seeds and sapling sale  

 

Seeds and sapling sale is based on local market. Sales people have tried to bring to the local 

market guaranteed products. For some farmers, the prices are not affordable. Lack of financial 

institutions that can provide soft credits for farmers has negatively affected the development of 

agricultural products.  

 

Transportation of agricultural products  

 

Mainly because of the remoteness and difficult  terrain, for a significant part of farmers from 

remote villages, the transportation of the agricultural products toward the center of the functional 

area is costly. 

 

Medical Plants 

 

Tropoja forests and pastures are rich in medical plants. There are more than 186 kinds of medical 

plants. The most important medical plant is blueberry (Wacininum mirtillus). Others include 

black junipers, wild apple, wild rose, linen flowers, camomile, oregano, primrose, girth, elder 

flower and fruit, sage, nettle, savory, hollyhock, etc.  

 

Blueberry is omnipresent in alpine pastures round 1800-2000 m altitude. Round 70 tons are co-

llected every year. Its price (dried fruit) is 1,500-2,000 ALL/kg
1
. Among other medical plants 

that are collected and marketed are black junipers (round 40 tons/year), wild rose (round 20 

                                                 
1
 Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 
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tons/year) and wild apple (round 30 tons/year)
2
. In 2014, a surface of 4.15 ha has been planted 

with sage. It is expected that this surface will  increase. It is one of the subventions by the MInis-

try of Agriculture.  

 

The medical plants are collected by inhabitants of the villages where these plants naturally grow. 

They are then sold to local and other merchants which often are un-licensed.  

 

Tropoja has no capacity for the processing of medical plants. They are mainly sold at low prices 

as row fruit (For example, in 2014 the blueberry has been sold as row fruit to merchants, 

especially from Kosovo, at 1 EUR/kg when the price of the dried fruit is ten times more. The 

reason is that Tropoja has no capacity to dry the fruits.) However, medical plants are an 

important source of income for many families in Tropoja. It can be an important sector in the 

future if  the quantity and processing improve.  

 

3.1.2. Livestock 

 

Due to its abundant and natural pastures, Tropoja has a diverse and quality livestock. The 

livestock products are mainly used for family consumption. Part of them are sold in the local 

market. Cattle, sheep, and goat are the most important. Graph 22 presents the livestock structure 

in 2014 (number of livestock).  

 

Graph 22: Livestock structure according to LGUs, 2014 

Tropoja Margegaj Llugaj Lekbibaj Fierza Bytyc Bujan
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Sheep 9156 2144 2864 1166 2457 2690 1210

Goat 2322 2322 210 1290 1102 684 728
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Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

                                                 
2
 Source: Agriculture Directorate Kukes 
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Maps 10, 11, and 12 present distribution of cattle, sheep, and goat according to LGUs.   

 

The commune of Tropjë has the 

biggest number of cattle (round 

22% of total number). The av-

erage number of cattle is 

around 2.2 per farm. The com-

mune of Bytyç has round 18% 

of the cattle and a higher aver-

age (5 per farm). The com-

munes of Margegaj and Fierze 

have 16% each and their aver-

age for agricultural farm is re-

spectively 3.3 and 5.  

 

These data show for the capaci-

ty of communes of Tropoje and 

Margegaj regarding cattle.    

Harta 10: Shpërndara e gjedhit sipas NJQV 

 
Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

Map 11: Distribution of sheep according to LGUs 

Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë  

At district level, the number of 

sheep is relatively high.  

 

The commune of Tropoje has 

more than 42% of the total 

number. Abundant natural pas-

tures favour the sheep grow.  

 

The communes of Bytyç, Mar-

gegaj, Fierze and Llugaj have a 

considerable number of sheep, 

too (each round 10% of the total 

number of sheep at area level).   
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Also, there is a tendency that 

the size of farms that grow 

sheep is increasing. Also regar-

ding goats, commune of Tropo-

ja has the largest number of 

them (round 30% of the total 

number of the area). It should 

also emphasized the high per-

centage of goat in the commune 

of Lekbibaj (17%) especially 

taking into consideration the 

small number of population in 

this LGU. Lekbibaj is favoured 

by the terrain. 

Map 12: Distribution of goats according to LGUs  

 
Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

At district level, the number of sheep is three times more than the number of goats. However, based 

on information from the Agriculture Office in Tropoja, there is an interest by the farmers to increase 

the number of goats that is supported by good natural pastures appropriate for goats that can support 

more than three times more goats than the present number. 

 

Maps 13 and 14 present distribution according to communes regarding production of milk and meat. 

Maps show that production of meat and milk is mainly based on cattle. This is explained by the rela-

tively high number of cattle per farm (2-5). They are used to meet the needs of farm families with 

meat, milk, and diary products. Also maps show that the largest producers of milk and meat are the 

communes of Tropojë, Margegaj and Fierzë.  

 

Graph 23 presents data about the production of milk according to LGUs. Graph 24 presents data 

about the number and production of meat in tons. The graphs show that the commune of Tropojë are 

the largest producer of milk and meat, it respectively produces 26 % and 30 % of the production at 

district level.  

 

Regarding the milk production, main producers are the communes of Margegaj, Bytyç and Bujan 

with respectively 17 %, 14 % and 12 % of the districtôs production. 

 

Regarding the meat production, other main producers include the communes of Margegaj, Bytyç and 

Fierzë with respectively 17 %, 14 % and 12 %. Taking into consideration the size of the commune of 

Lekbibaj, it is distinguished for the relatively high percentage of the goat meat and milk production. 
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Map 13: Production of milk according to LGUs 

 
Legend: Blue-cattle milk; Yellow-sheep milk; Red-goat milt 

 

Map 14: Meat production according to LGUs 

 
Legend: Dark green-cattle; Light green-sheep; Yellow-goat; Brown-pig; Red-poultry 

Source: Agriculture Office Tropojë 

 

Graph 23: Milk  production according to type and LGUs 

 


